THE    CAPTURE
the public baths. Years later Marguerite was to make
her own embellishments upon her young friend's legend.
In her account of Joan's interview with the Duke of
Lorraine she has the girl say to His Grace that if he
really wanted to recover his health the best way of going
about it would be to discard his mistress and take back
his wife. Each person fashioned a Joan according to
his or her own ideal, and the respectable housewife of
Bourges was thus able through the Maid to strike a blow
for the sanctity of the home.
The squabble was with a matron named Catherine
de la Rochelle, who turned up at Jargeau on a rival
mission. Catherine's goal was also the salvation of
France, but her formula differed from Joan's in several
important respects. It had been imparted to her by a
white lady dressed all in cloth-of-gold who appeared to
her at night, and required no other subsidy from the
king than a few heralds with trumpets. Duly supplied
with these, Catherine proposed to make a tour of the
cities of France; at her entry into each the heralds were
to convoke the citizens by a blast on their trumpets;
and thereafter Catherine was to explain to the assembled
multitude that all who had hidden stocks of gold, silver
or other treasures were to hand them over for the king
forthwith. Evasion would be impossible, since the white
lady would reveal to the eye of her disciple any secret
hoards, which would thereupon be confiscated and the
delinquents handed over to justice.
Aware perhaps that she was trespassing on another's
preserves, Catherine approached Joan for an endorsement
of her project before submitting it to the king, adding as
a bait the promise to allocate the funds collected to
Joan's future military activities.